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language vocabulary acquisition. He has presented and published widely on these 
topics. He is Associate Professor at Notre Dame Seishin University in Okayama, 
Japan. Professor Waring is an Executive Board member of the Extensive Reading 
Foundation. 

 

About the presentation 

Extensive Reading in Korea: 10 Years Going from Strength to Strength  

This session will review the developing awareness of Extensive Reading (ER) in Korea in the last few years. It will 
show how awareness of the concept of ER has grown but is still sadly misunderstood in many quarters despite 
important gains. The session reviews the development of Korea-based ER organizations such as KOTESOL's ER-SIG 
and the Korean English Extensive Reading Association (KEERA), and their contributions to the development of ER on 
the Korean Peninsula. 

The case for ER in Korea will then be presented. Data from an analysis of Korean textbooks shows that very little 
actual reading is done in the formal school system, but supplementing this with graded reading materials will 
significantly increase the volume of text learners meet and thus the chance that language items will be acquired in 
the longer term. Data will also be presented to show how much Korean learners can benefit from additional reading 
on top of their coursework. 

The presentation then focuses on what areas ER might best target to promote Extensive Reading in the future and 
how we can collectively build awareness for the need of ER for Korean learners. 


